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North Wales, Northamptonshire, and Nottinghar shire. At the beginning of July, Lord Holland ar the young Duke of Buckingham gathered about si hundred Cavaliers at Kingston in the hope of relie ing Colchester. But they were hunted from pla< to place by Fairfax's cavalry, and could never stc long enough anywhere to collect their partisan The few who kept together were captured at S Neots, in Huntingdonshire, on July loth. At tl end of July, Prince Charles and the revolted shij blockaded the Thames, hoping to persuade Londc to declare for the King by threatening its trade. Bi a fleet alone could not relieve Colchester, for Fairfc had occupied Mersea Island and cut off the to^ from the sea. Moreover, London remained quie for, though strongly Presbyterian in feeling, it he no desire to see the King restored unconditionall The only hope of the besieged lay in the advance Hamilton and the Scottish army.
In the north of England the Parliament had i force afoot strong enough to stop the Scots fro marching southwards. Major-General Lambert, tl cornmander-in-chief% in the northern counties, wi three or four regiments of regular horse and t] local levies of Yorkshire and Lancashire, more th; held his own against the English Royalists und Langdale and Musgrave, defeating them in t] field and reducing the garrison of Carlisle to extra ities. But when Hamilton advanced to relieve \ allies, Lambert could only fall back, stubbornly sk mishing, into north Yorkshire, leaving the Scots overrun Cumberland and the north. He, too, w
iiil